Software ownership and liability

Intellectual property % £ p4 & &

Software ownership
Copyright: © protect creation/creator (Z{EFE)
Patents: protect invention/inventor (E&FI[)
Trademark: ® protect products or services (F1Z)
Trade secrets: protect company (75 E1%7%)
Software liability: protect users (#xE5 {5 FH#E)
Free software (H FHEKHE)

Open source (B HEA1) freeware (& F25) and
shareware (77 ZFf£5)

Copyright laws ¥ it #, s &
The owner of a property has the exclusive right to print,
distribute, and copy the work, and permission must be
obtained by anyone else to reuse the work in these ways
Extended to cover software ownership
Filtration criteria: what is not copyrightable
Features covered by standards ©
Characteristics dictated by software purpose
Components in the public domain

Fairuse (" = W% TH%) $4475 3 % 651%
Ex: ¢ B #2231 EH> F 8R4
Ex: R 4%~ %~ 88 ATR S R I FEREX

Patents % 4

Allows an inventor to benefit commercially from an
invention, in exchange for a public disclosure of the
invention for a time period

A natural phenomenon, like laws of physics, mathematical
formulae, cannot be patented.

Recent exceptions for some algorithms
RSA, one of the public key encryption method
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Trademark

A trademark is typically a name, word, phrase, logo,
symbol, design, image, or a combination of these elements
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Trade secrets

Any confidential business information which provides an
enterprise a competitive edge may be considered a trade
secret.

Trade secret laws restrict the distribution of ideas

Non-disclosure agreements are legally enforceable

Software liability

Limited software liability, usually stated in the software
license
EX:To protect against liability, software developers use
disclaimers —“In no event will company X be liable for any
damages arising out of the use of this software.”

Free software

Free software is software that user has the rights
(freedom) to access/modify software.
The free software foundation was founded by
Richard Stallman in |985
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Copyleft: in which anyone can freely reuse a work as long as
they in turn do not try to restrict others from using their
reuse.

Free is for “freedom”, not for “zero charge”.
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Open source, freeware, and shareware

Open source: source code is available to the general
public
Free software is one of the open source, but other open
source may be with intellectual property law to protect
producers.

Freeware: software with zero charge.

Shareware: software that is provided to users without
payment on a trial basis.
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